
18 PULLERT
H

E

Legends—Where Are They Now?

His name may not be that well 
known in the minds of today’s 
pullers and avid spectators. But Gord 
Oughtred made history in the early 
NTPA pulling days in unique fashion.

He was the first of three Canadians 
to win a Grand National championship, 
earning it it in 1973. (The others: Ed 
Wandler, 1992 Four Wheel Drive; Tom 
LaRue, 1995 Two Wheel Drive). How 
that occurred is an interesting story 
in itself. And its memory elicited a 
chuckle from Gord.

167 YEARS OF FAMILY FARMInG
Gord was born and raised on the 

fifth-generation family farm southeast 
of Brantford, Ontario where he and 
wife Elfi still live today. Son Warren is 
a partner with his dad to ensure that a 
sixth generation of Oughtreds will farm 
this land on the banks of the Grand 
River and across from the Six-Nation 
Indian Reservation. Since 1848, 
livestock, grain crops, forages, and 
vegetable crops have been produced 
to feed the nearby growing megapolis 
of Toronto and the 
populated and scenic 
Niagara escarpment 
area stretching to 
Niagara Falls, Ontario.

Today, in addition 
to the farm raising 
corn, soybeans, wheat, 
and alfalfa, are 20 
very fertile acres 
raising fresh market 
vegetables of “just 

about everything you can imagine”. 
The produce is marketed through 
their U-Pick operation, their retail farm 
stand, several local farmer markets, 
and wholesale buyers.

Gord, 75, and Elfi have six children, 
12 grandchildren, and three great 
grandchildren. All live within 75 miles.

THE BUG BITES
Gord attended the National Farm 

Machinery Show in Louisville, Kentucky 
in February 1972, witnessing his first 
pull as a spectator. Despite being farm-
raised, he had never seen a tractor pull 
or even knew what one was. “I thought 
I might enjoy something like that.”

Having purchased a new Allis-
Chalmers 220 the previous year, Gord 
figured that machine would make a 
great basis for his pulling tractor. In his 
newfound interest, he wrote a letter 
to the Allis-Chalmers corporate office 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to ask what 
assistance they could provide. 

The answer: A-C would sell Gord a 
test engine from the Harvey, Illinois 

engine factory. Further communication 
identified Noble Harrison as first on the 
list to receive these engines for tractor 
pulling. “Apparently Noble approved,” 
Gord said of his own request. “I knew 
nothing about these engines or what 
needed to be done to them. They 
suggested I talk to Noble.”

Gord and a friend traveled to 
Harvey, picked up the engine, and 
drove south to Pittsfield, Illinois to 
Harrison’s A-C dealership. During the 
visit, Gord asked Noble how much he 
would charge to install all those parts 
in the engine and set it up ready to 
pull, a process which also involved 
dropping the engine and a modified 
clutch into the 220 and altering its 
transmission by changing the gear 
ratio and swapping in a wider gear. 

The quoted price: $300. Gord 
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quickly instructed his friend to start 
unloading the engine and parts. “There 
I was, ready for business and at a 
bargain.” The only issue was getting 
the tractor from Brantford to Pittsfield 
and back, a 1,400-mile round trip. 
The trucking problem was solved with 
the Oughtreds’ local A-C dealer, G.W. 
Durand of Brantford, supplying the 
shop’s pickup and trailer. Gord’s friend, 
Dave McClellan, a Durand mechanic, 
was also instrumental in making this 
arrangement. Dave later became a 
Modified puller. 

EARLY EXPERIEnCES
The 220, all ready to pull, was 

brought home the night before the first 
NTPA event at Cayuga International 
Speedway, only a half hour from 
home. “I had never driven a tractor in 
a pull during my life,” said Gord. “Ed 
Hart previously told me how to drive 
the tractor. He was the starting-line 
flagman and stood there and kept 
saying to rev up the engine. Then I took 
off and think I placed fourth” in a class 
of a about a dozen Super Stocks. 

“I was happy with myself to have 
placed that well in my first trip down 
the track. I had never weighted a 
tractor or even knew where it should 
be placed.” There were no pulls left in 
1972 other than “a few Mickey Mouse 
fairs making some exhibition runs.”

The year 1973 opened with the 
indoor Canada Farm Machinery Show 
at the Exposition Center in Toronto in 
January. Gord thinks he may have won 
it, but he says that is thinking a long 

way back. The next pull, in February, 
would be at the Pennsylvania Farm 
Machinery Show in Harrisburg, an 
NTPA national event.

McClellan drove the truck and 
trailer home after the Harrisburg pull. 
The “Canadian Hauler” was then 
loaded onto Dick Obermyer’s semi 
truck for the journey to the NTPA winter 
circuit in Florida and Georgia.

“Kissimmee is really the only 
pull, a unique one, in Florida that I 
remember.” It was at a rodeo ground. 
Everyone had their tractor parked 
under the shed in a horse stall to the 
south of the big grandstand. During 
the afternoon, a big storm prowled 
across the area. Gord’s ‘73 Dodge 
half-ton pickup with a camper on the 
back was backed up to the shed. The 
turbulent wind picked up the truck 
and almost flipped it on its side but 
fortunately uprighted it, dropping it 
back on the ground. To the north, the 
tornado ravaged the neighboring trailer 
park “literally destroying it. That’s why I 
remember that pull.”

While on the winter circuit, the 
pullers would have fellowship while 
sipping on their favorite beverage at 
the local gathering places. Andy Main 
(Case 1370) kept razzing Gord, saying 
that he should not be pulling with 
them. After hearing too much of this, 
Gord stood his ground and in a direct 
way (with a few words of emphasis) 
told Main that “One day I am going to 
beat you and beat you good!”

The next pull was the invitational 
NFMS pull. In the pits, Gord was 
leaning against another guy’s tractor 
while visiting with him. Four young guys 
wearing their Purdue University gear 
were looking at each of the tractors. 
One quipped that “this tractor won’t do 

anything as it’s from Canada.” 
The “Canadian Hauler” promptly 

won the 12,000-lb. Stock Tractor 
class (as it was called at the time). 
The 220’s victory came precisely one 
year after pulling had first entered its 
owner’s consciousness.

Gord is still laughing after four 
decades. “I guess I showed them 
whether I could do anything or not!” 
The experience also changed his 
relationship with Main, and they 
became best of buddies thereafter.

The tractor was then loaded back 
onto Obermyer’s trailer for a pull in Fort 
Worth, Texas where “I didn’t do worth 
a hoot.”

FIRST TIME’S THE CHARM
As Gord was totally hooked 

now, he decided to campaign the 
entire 1973 NTPA national summer 
circuit, attending all 24 events while 
accumulating 17,000 miles on his new 
pickup and trailer. 

Gord’s season produced four 
wins—one each in Michigan, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, and Kentucky—and 
culminated in the 9,000-lb. Super 
Stock championship, a fifth place in 
the 12,000 Super Stock, and a 15th in 
the 12,000 Open. 

Going into the last pull of the 
season in Indiana, Gord was tied 
for first place in the 9 with Marshall 
Myre’s tough-running IH. Gord, in his 
first full pulling season, outdistanced 
the respected veteran puller to win the 
championship. However, Myre won the 
12,000 class, his only national title. 

The NTPA’s two-tiered Grand and 
Regional National Circuit structure 
was instituted in 1978. Earlier national 
championships comprised Class A, B, 
and C events (categorized by purse) 

From left: (a) John, 
Elfi, Gord, and Warren 
Oughtred. (b) The 
Oughtreds’ family farm 
near Brantford, Ontario 
produces (c) market-fresh 
fruits and vegetables as 
well as other crops and 
livestock.
(photos submitted) 
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and are considered the equivalent of 
Grand National titles.

When queried about how he chose 
the tractor’s name, Gord laughs and 
responds with “I don’t know.” Warren 
believes the 220 was named after the 
“California Hauler,” a term given to 
early Peterbilt trucks.

The pulling engine was equipped 
with an AiResearch turbocharger 
supplied by the test engineers. The 
220 pulled from 1972 to ’75 with no 
enhancements and on the stock 24.5 
x 32 tires. It was a very reliable pulling 
tractor. “Let’s put it this way,” said 
Gord, “I was competing all the time. It 
ran and ran and stayed together.” 

The grind was completing the 
tractor’s transition from spring farming 
to summer pulling and then back to 
fall farming and then winter pulling—
two complete cycles per year. Each 
conversion required 24 hours and two 
men to add or remove (depending on 
the direction) the cab, the mechanical 
front-wheel assist, the fuel tank, the 
hydraulics, the three-point hitch, the 
drawbar, the wheelie bars, and the 
engine with its clutch.

Meanwhile, the horsepower pulling 
curve was rapidly expanding, and 
farmers like Gord were tiring of the 
time-consuming conversion process. 
Tractors—new, used, and salvaged— 

were being bought 
exclusively for 
pulling. 

DEDICATED 
PULLInG TRACTOR

Gord bought a 
used A-C D21 that 
was in such nice 
condition that he 
worked it during the 
spring 1976 farming 
season. Then 
he tore it down, 
preparing it strictly 

for future Super Stock tractor pulling 
only. 

Gord utilized the pulling engine 
from the 220, but the single turbo was 
replaced with a twin-turbo setup that 
featured a hydraulic brass ram water 
injection system bought from Harrison 
and a fuel injection pump purchased 
from Columbus Diesel Service.  

The water injection system was 
non-corrodible. The hydraulic ram was 
operated off the tractor’s hydraulic 
pump. A valve allowed a selectable 
amount of injected water. Once the 
engine speed was where he wanted 
it, the driver would push the solenoid 
button to open the valve. “The system 
worked well,” claimed Gord.

Debuting the D21 at nearby Paris, 
Ontario, Gord was the test puller with 
a bullet pass. Ford 9600 “Blue Mule” 
competitor Eugene Bogart watched 
from the track’s finish end and 
exclaimed, “Holy %$#@!”.

The D21 “Canadian Hauler II” twin-
turbo engine initially would run like a 
bear. For about three runs. And blow 
the little charger. Harrison said that is 
the same exact setup all his customers 
were using with no problems. Gord 
claimed that he must be getting more 
fuel from his pump. Noble denied such 
a claim. Obermyer recommended a 
Schweitzer turbocharger (it being a bit 

Clockwise from top-left: (a) Gord competes aboard the A-C 220  
“Canadian Hauler” and (b) the 1979 version of the D21  

“Canadian Hauler II.” (c) “Canadian Hauler III,” a quarter-scale 
A-C 180, is driven by John. (d) The Oughtreds’ collected A-C  

tractors stay in shape by doing their chores.

NTPA archive photo

bigger) and “away I went. They ran and 
ran and ran. Had no turbo problems. 
150 pounds of boost.”

The inline six-cylinder engine 
retained the stock 426 cubic inches. 
The injection pump had a governor 
for 3,600 RPM. “That was low RPM 
compared to what they run today.” 
Engine trouble was minimal. It 
once spun a bearing at a pull at the 
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College 
in Georgia. 

The D21 was fitted with B.F. 
Goodrich 30.5 x 32 tires on aluminum 
rims. B.F. Goodrich was an NTPA 
sponsor during the early years. The 
tires were popular with pullers who 
were dieting a big tractor into a lighter 
class as BFG tires were lighter than 
Firestones. “Sometimes [we might 
have had] 100 pounds of moveable 
weight, maybe none. Even had to 
remove the batteries a couple times 
to enter the 7,000 class.” Gord 
sharpened the tires with a butcher 
knife, an electric planer, and an 
electric rotor.

After the ’73 championship year, 
Gord never ran the whole national 
circuit again. Raising a family and 
farming 1,700 acres with a Campbell 
Soup tomato contract demanded his 
attention. He would take a week in 
August to pull at the Indiana State Fair, 
Ohio State Fair, and Bowling Green, 
Ohio events as they were all within the 
same week. Pulling also occurred a 
couple times at the Lowville, New York 
event south of the Thousand Island 
Bridge. An A-C dealer, Roes Equipment, 
would pay Gord to pull there. 

However, Gord was a strong 
supporter of his home circuit, the 
Canadian Tractor Pullers Association, 
an NTPA member state. There, you 
could usually expect to see Gord’s 
tractor operated either by Gord himself 
or by McClellan. Gord won six CTPA 
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end weight. Gord 
was able to heavily 
load “Canadian 
Hauler II”—natively 
a 7,000-lb. tractor—
and led the class 
until Dean pulled 
ahead late.

“I have plenty 
of advice,” says 
Gord. “Perhaps it’s 
wisdom. Anybody 
that wants to get 
into tractor pulling, 
they better have a 
big wallet. Do not lose your farm or 
business over the addiction of pulling. 
It is a money drain and will eventually 
bankrupt you. I have seen it happen to 
too many pullers. 

“You do not need the biggest 
horsepower to win. Learn your tractor. 
The secret to winning pulls is being 
consistent. You do not need the most 
horsepower to win a class. There 
are a lot of other variables including 
reading the track, tire cut, adjusting 
tire pressure, proper ballasting, gear 
selection, etc., etc. It is the ability 
to put it to the ground and keep the 
tractor operating.

“Here we are, four decades later, 
and these things have not changed. 
But they still seem to elude enough 
pullers.”

Gord restores antique tractors in 
his spare time, with sons Warren and 
John helping when time allows. The 
collection is wholly of the Persian 
Orange persuasion. If you do not 
understand what that means, Gord 
sums it up simply: “Everything is Allis-
Chalmers. Is there any other make?”

“We have a 
one-way driveway. 
Stuff seems to 
come in and never 
leave. Still farm 
with 100-percent 

A-C” with the biggest being the 
180-horsepower, articulated 7580. 
The smallest is the rear-engine G in a 
collection of two dozen tractors, many 
of which find a chore on the farm to 
keep them agile. In this collection is 
the 220, the only one that has ever 
won an NTPA championship.

Inquiring what makes him so brand-
loyal to A-C, Gord replies that it is the 
only brand that has always been on the 
farm and that he has “achieved a lot of 
success with them.” 

Gord attends a couple Ontario pulls 
annually at Embro and Paris. He used 
to attend BG quite regularly.

A few years ago, Gord and John 
engineered and built a quarter-scale 
replica A-C 180 with a Mazda 2.2 
engine and 18.4 x 16.1 tires for the 
local garden tractor circuit. Designed 
the way Gord felt a pulling tractor 
should be, it immediately started 
pounding on unappreciative veteran 
pullers. Today, the little “Canadian 
Hauler III” sits in the shed joining the 
100-percent A-C collection amidst the 
accolades of its big cousin, the 220.

rephotograph by Dave Dann
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championships, in the 9 and 12 Super 
Stock classes with the 220 and in the 
7, 9, and 12 Super Stock classes with 
the D21. Gord served a long time on 
the board of CTPA and was president 
for a few years. 

REFLECTIOnS AnD WISDOM
Gord sold “Canadian Hauler II” 

to Pierre Beaudry of Ste. Hyacinthe, 
Quebec while it was performing well as 
a twin-turbo. The D21 was rechristened 
the “Canadian Smoker.”

Gord sold out in part because he 
was unwilling to spend $200,000 for 
a triple-turboed engine “to make them 
run the best I could with no guarantee 
that it would even go down the track 
three times without blowing up.” 

Another factor was his acquisition 
of the Allis-Chalmers dealership in 
Caledonia, Ontario, which consumed 
much of his time. The business sold 
A-C, New Holland, and Gehl equipment 
from 1979 to 1987. Massive change 
came in 1985 when Deutz AG of 
Germany purchased A-C and said 
goodbye to the famous orange lineup. 
Deutz instead introduced to the North 
American market its proven air-cooled 
engine and tractor as Deutz-Allis, 
painted spring green.

But being in strong A-C country, 
Gord’s customers were turned off 
by the new brand. Like a significant 
percentage of former A-C dealers, Gord 
closed his doors due to sales inactivity.

Career highlights are the Louisville 
win, the ’73 NTPA championship 
and “an interesting pull one year at 
Bowling Green.” Gord placed second to 
Danny Dean’s “Rooster” in the 9,000-
lb. Super Stock class. Dean usually 
led the red parade of IH 66-series, 
Hypermax-powered tractors that 
dominated the 9 and 12 Super Stock 
classes of the era.

On this day, the track was taking 
horsepower but more importantly front-


